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JULY MEETING. 

A stated monthly meeting of the Society was held 
this day, July 12, at eleven o'clock, a.m. ; the President, 
the Hon. Robert C. Winthrop, in the chair. 

The Librarian announced donations from the Amer- 
ican Academy of Arts and Sciences ; the American 
Antiquarian Society ; the American Philosophical So- 
ciety; La Commission des Monuments et Documents 
Historiques et des Batiments Civils du Departement 
de la Gironde ; the Mercantile Library Association of 
Brooklyn, N.Y. ; the New-England Historic-Genealogical 
Society ; the New-England Loyal Publication Society ; 
the Polytechnic College of the State of Pennsylvania; 
the Proprietors of the " Heraldic Journal " ; the Pro- 
prietor of the " Savannah Daily Republican " ; the State 
Historical Society of Iowa ; the Suffolk Institute of 
Archaeology and Natural History ; the Trustees of Dart- 
mouth College; the Trustees of the Peabody Institute, 
South Danvers ; George Chandler, M.D. ; Charles L. 
Flint, Esq. ; Major L. A. Huguet-Latour ; Mr. Edward 
H. Savage ; Edward Shippen, Esq. ; H. E. Frederic 
Smyth, Governor of New Hampshire ; John Swett, Esq. ; 
Messrs. Wiggin & Lunt ; Hon. Henry Wilson ; and from 
Messrs. Green, Metcalf, C. Robbins, Webb, Whitmore, 
and Winthrop, of the Society. 

The President presented, from Count Adolphe de Cir- 
court, a number of the " Revue Britannique," contain- 
ing an article written by him on Mr. Ticknor's Life of 
William H. Prescott. 
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The President read two letters from Mr. William 
C. Todd, one of which relates to a gift to the Cab- 
inet of a piece of the Confederate flag first raised at 
Montgomery, Alabama. The following letter accom- 
panied a bullet and beads dug from the ruins of Fort 
Venango : — 

To the Massachusetts Historical Society. 

In a recent visit to the oil regions of Pennsylvania, I obtained a 
bullet and a few beads dug up from the ruins of old Fort Venango. 
If they are not too insignificant, I would like to present them to the 
Massachusetts Historical Society. 

The fort was situated in what is now Franklin, one of the most 
prominent of the oil towns. It was one of four — Erie, Waterford, 
and Fort Du Quesne, being the remaining three — constructed by the 
French to guard the country against the English. The French, as is 
well known, had at an early date taken formal possession of the coun- 
try, and, in 1749, sent Bienville to renew their claim, which he did 
by burying at various points plates of lead as evidence of title. One 
of these, buried near the site of Fort Venango, contained the follow- 
ing inscription : — 

" In the year 1749, reign of Louis XV., King of France, we, Cel- 
eron, commander of a detachment by Monsieur the Marquis of Ga- 
lissoniere, commander-in-chief of New France, to establish tranquillity 
in certain Indian villages of these cantons, have buried this plate at 
the conflue/ice of the Paradakoim, this twenty-ninth of July, near the 
river Ohio, otherwise called ' beautiful river,' as a monument of re- 
newal of possession, which we now take of said river and all its tribu- 
taries, and of all the land on both sides as far as the sources of said 
rivers ; inasmuch as the preceding kings of France have enjoyed it 
by their arms and treaties, especially those of Ryswick, Utrecht, and 
Aix-la-Chapelle." 

Fort Venango was completed in 1755. The original draft made by 
the French engineer is now in the possession of William Reynolds, Esq.,. 
of Meadville, Penn. In December, 1753, Washington, on his tour of 
inspection by order of Dinwiddie, visited it, but was refused admis- 
sion, as one historian states, though I would not so judge from Ban- 
croft. It must have been a large and important post, as history speaks 
of an expedition fitted out from it, consisting of " three hundred and 
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sixty batteaux and canoes, with upwards of a thousand men and 
eighteen pieces of artillery." In 1763, a band of Seneca Indians, 
under pretence of friendship, gained admission to the fort and massa- 
cred the garrison, after which it ceased to be used as a fortification. 
In the language of Bancroft, " The fort was consumed, never to be 
rebuilt ; and not one of the garrison was left alive to tell the story of 
its destruction." 

The embankment forming the outline of the fort is still in a good 
state of preservation ; and the little stream, diverted from its original 
course to furnish water for the garrison, still flows in its artificial bed. 
As it is now over a hundred years since the destruction of the fort, this 
bullet must have lain there certainly that period, as well as the beads, 
probably used by the French in their traffic with the Indians. Until 
the oil excitement, this was an isolated spot, distant from railroad com- 
munication, and but little visited by strangers. Many bullets, beads, 
hatchets, &c, have been dug up in years past, and used as playthings 
by the children living near. They are now, however, rare ; and in a 
little time, probably, with the influx of population and the changes the 
country is rapidly undergoing, every vestige of the fort will disappear. 

The name Venango was from the Indian " In-nan-ga-ah," altered 
to Venango, the name now given to the county. It was the original 
name of French Creek, which unites with the Alleghany near the site 
of the fort, the name " French Creek " having been given it by Wash- 
ington. Near Fort Venango, Washington, on his return home from 
his expedition at the close of 1753, twice came near losing his life, — 
once by the bullet of an Indian, and again in crossing the Alleghany 
on a raft. 

But it should have before this occurred to me, that I am simply 
narrating what is well known to the members of the Society. 

Very respectfully, William C. Todd. 

Boston, 17 State Street, June 15, 1866. 

The acknowledgments of the Society were ordered 
for this contribution. 

The President read a letter from Mr. Charles H. Hart, 
of Philadelphia, accompanying a gift to the Society of 
a photograph of a memorial engraving of Washington, 
and a photograph of a rare portrait of Franklin, for 
which the thanks of the Society were voted. 

32 
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The President submitted a circular from the President 
of the " Commission des Monuments et Documents His- 
toriques et des Batiments Civils" of the "Department 
de la Gironde," proposing to exchange their publica- 
tions for those of this Society. It was accompanied 
by an index of the Keports of the Commission from 
1840 to 1855, and a Report of its Proceedings from 
1862 to 1864. This communication was referred to the 
Standing Committee. 

The President read the following letter : — 

Hon. R. C. Winthrop, President of the Massachusetts Historical Society. 

My dear Sir, — Allow me, by means of your kindness, to proffer 
to the Massachusetts Historical Society a cast of the bust of Mr. 
Sparks, by Powers. 

From Mr. Powers I received his own mould ; and you are aware, 
that to an artist, such casts, however inferior their delicacy of finish 
in the mere accessories, possess an interest peculiar to themselves. 
Besides the cast in my possession, I think there are but three ; and the 
mould can be no longer used. 

Our grateful sense of the affectionate respect, the warm feeling 
towards Mr. Sparks, and the beautiful recognition of those powers he 
consecrated to his country, so lately received from your Society, finds 
relief in this tribute from his orphans and from myself. 

I remain, dear Sir, very respectfully, Mary C. Sparks. 

26th June, 1866. 

The grateful acknowledgments of the Society were 
expressed to Mrs. Sparks for this acceptable gift to its 
Cabinet. 

The President announced the death of the Hon. 
Lewis Cass, an Honorary Member of the Society, and 
spoke as follows : — 

The Hon. Lewis Cass was elected an Honorary Member of 
this Society in 1833. He was born at Exeter, New Hamp- 
shire, and was for some years a fellow-student of our late 
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honored associates, Daniel Webster and Leverett Saltonstall, 
at Exeter Academy. The son of a captain in the Revolu- 
tionary army, who had served at Bunker Hill, he inherited a 
strong taste for military life ; and, after a few years of study 
and practice as a lawyer in the State of Ohio, — whither he 
had removed with his father in 1800, — and after a brief term 
in the Legislature of that State, he became a colonel of vol- 
unteers, and soon after a colonel and brigadier-general in the 
regular army of the United States, rendering faithful service 
to his country in the war of 1812. Retiring from military 
duty, he became Territorial Governor of Michigan, and Super- 
intendent of Indian Affairs for the region which now includes 
both Michigan and Wisconsin. It was in this connection that 
General Cass obtained that intimate and extensive acquaint- 
ance with the Indian tribes which he displayed in so many 
ways in his subsequent career, and which he embodied in sev- 
eral articles in the " North-American Review," which attracted 
great attention. These articles, together with an address 
on the same subject which he delivered before the Historical 
Society of Michigan in 1829, gave him a wide-spread literary 
reputation. The extent and value of his labors during this 
period may be estimated by the fact, that, when he resigned 
the office of Governor of Michigan in 1831, he had negotiated 
nineteen treaties with the Indians, and had obtained from 
them cessions of land in Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, and 
Wisconsin, to an amount equal to a fourth part of the entire 
area of those great States. 

In 1831, General Cass became Secretary of War under 
General Jackson. In 1836 he went to Paris as Minister 
Plenipotentiary, where he remained in that capacity till 1842, 
publishing, before his return, an interesting account of the 
Court of Louis Philippe, under the title of the "King, Court, 
and Government of France." In 1845 he was elected a Sena- 
tor of the United States from the State of Michigan, and 
continued in the Senate (except during a brief interval, when 



252 MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. [JtJLY, 

he was an unsuccessful candidate for the Presidency) until 
1857, when he became Secretary of State under President 
Buchanan. It is well remembered, that he resigned this 
office a few months only before the inauguration of President 
Lincoln, because he could not concur in the inactive policy 
of Mr. Buchanan towards the Southern secessionists. Since 
that time, General Cass has lived in retirement at Detroit, 
where he died, in his eighty-fourth year, on the seventeenth 
day of June last. Among all the American statesmen of this 
century, there has been no one of purer life, of more strictly 
temperate habits, of greater industry, or of more ardent patri- 
otism. And though his views of public policy were frequently 
at wide variance with those entertained by the men whom 
New England has most honored and trusted, he yet always 
enjoyed from his opponents, as well as from his friends, that 
regard and respect to which his varied accomplishments, his 
valuable services, and his personal independence and integ- 
rity, eminently entitled him. The official announcement of ' 
his death by Mr. Secretary Seward, under the authority of 
President Johnson, was a fit tribute to so protracted and 
patriotic a career, and gives pleasant assurance, that political 
differences and partisan rivalries are forgotten at the grave. 

The President called attention to a photographic view 
of Tremont and Boylston Streets as they were in 1800, 
presented to the Society by the Mayor of Boston ; also 
a view of the house on the Dalton estate, built in Water 
Street in 1758,. presented by Mr. C. H. Dalton. 

Mr. W. G. Brooks read the following paper relating 
to a change of the rule which determined the order in 
which the names of students should be placed in the 
Triennial Catalogue of Harvard College : — 

In the paper by our associate, Mr. Sibley, upon the Tri- 
ennial Catalogues of Harvard College, printed in the last 
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volumes of the Society's Proceedings, allusion is made to 
the change in placing the names in the Catalogue. In all the 
Catalogues previous to 1773, the graduates were arranged 
according to family rank. Mr. Quincy, in his " History of the 
College," alludes to this, and says, that, during the adminis- 
tration of President Locke, much dissatisfaction existed, and 
a complaint was made by one individual that his son had not 
his proper rank according to rule, and the subject was brought 
before the Paculty ; the result of which was, that the Over- 
seers passed a vote, " That, for the future, the practice be 
laid aside, and that the names of the scholars in each class 
should be placed in alphabetical order." 

Among my papers I find some documents which shed 
further light upon this subject. It appears that the com- 
plaint referred to was made by Samuel Phillips of Andover ; 
and that it related to his son Samuel Phillips, jun., who was 
afterwards Lieutenant-Governor of the Commonwealth. 

"At a meeting of the Trustees of Harvard College Aug 18. 1769, 
Samuel Phillips of Andover Esq 1 ; having some time ago entered a 
complaint to the President & Tutors that his Son Samuel Phillips a 
student at the College had not his proper rank in the Class — particu- 
larly that he did not rank with the sons of those Gentlemen who were 
Justices of the Quorum when he himself had been in the Commission 
of the Peace & Quorum a longer time than any of them — and hav- 
ing from the late President Holyoke & others in the Government of 
the College a promise, That the records in the Secretary's office should 
be consulted, & if it did appear that there was a mistake it should be 
rectified ; 

" The Secretaries Books having been accordingly consulted, it appears 
that Mr Phillips was put in the Commission of the Peace in the Year 
1752, & that he was made Justice of the Quorum Nov 19. 1761. 

" That John Murray Esq (whose son is placed at the head of the 
Justices) was put in the Commission for the Peace Jan 7, 1754, and 
was made Justice of the Quorum in 1762. 

" Therefore Voted — That Phillips's son, above mentioned, Samuel 
Phillips, Esqr, do for the future take his place between Vassall and 
Murray, and 
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" Ordered That Mr Elliot, Tutor to the Class in which Phillips is 
thus placed, do deliver a copy of the above vote to him. 

a true copy 

attest Andrew Elliot, Jr." 

Mr. Phillips writes to his son under date of Aug. 29, 
1769: — 

" You are now in the most difficult situation, & the eyes of all, above ■ 
and below you, will be upon you, & I wish it might be that you could 
be at home till the talk about the change was a little over. Every 
word, action, and even your countenance, will be watched, particularly 
by those who envy you, and perhaps by those who do not. Therefore 
keep as much retired as possible, waive all conversation upon it, dont 
let it appear that you are in the least degree affected with the change.- 
If any difficulties should arise with any of your classmates that now 
fall below you, treat them with all possible tenderness. If you want 
advice how to conduct, consult Mr Eliot & Mr Hillyard, but let it be 
in the most private manner, & keep the advice to yourself. If Mur- 
ray is uneasy and manifests it to you, say nothing to irritate him. 
What if you should ask him, whether it would be any ease to his mind 
if you should continue to stand below him in reciting? But by no 
means give the most distant hint of yielding your place. But don't 
begin with him upon it. On the whole say as little as possible." 



AUGUST MEETING. 

A stated monthly meeting of the Society was held 
this day, July 12, at eleven o'clock, a.m. ; the President, 
the Hon. Robert C. Winthrop, in the chair. 

The Librarian announced donations from the State of 
Vermont ; the American Numismatic and Archaeological 
Society; the American Philosophical Society; the Chicago 



